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Unfilled job openings are those job orders given by employers which at the time of 
the count (the last working day of each month) remain unfilled because of inability 
to find applicants who meet the job specifications; a shortage of applicants; or 
because working conditions, plant location, hours or wages offered make such openings 
hard-to-fill. In addition, some job orders may have been given to the Employment 
Service so close to the time of the count that there had not been sufficient 
opportunity to fill them. 


The attached tables present in three-digit occupational detail the openings that 
remain unfilled in job banks*, in Massachusetts at the end of each month. These 
summaries highlight areas of persistent demand and should prove useful to CETA 
Planners, Vocational Education Authorities, and others involved in the develop- 
ment of training programs. ¥ 


| Please note that each three-digit occupational group has within it the range of 
occupations proceeding from the top skill in the group down the ladder to the 
entry occupation. For example, for the three-digit occupational group "Machinist 
and Related" there are included the highly skilled machine shop foreman, the all- 
around machinist, layout man, machinist, apprentice and instrument maker helper. 
(These occupations are only a sampling of the full range of occupations included 
in the three-digit level). 


The occupational structure has added significance for vocational education and 
training programs as it also groups occupations according to some combination of 
knowledge required, purpose, industry, materials worked with, and product and/or 
service. This structure clusters occupations with like characteristics under a 
common heading and in skill ladder. For example, under "Metal Machining" are 
included 10 three-digit groups ranging from machinists and related to metal 
machining not elsewhere classified. Thus the grouping in two-and three-digit 
occupational detail provides planners with a technique for looking at a skill 
cluster, evaluating opportunities in a total field of work, rather than pin- 
pointing a single occupation. 


In the tables that follow totals are presented at a one-and two-digit level and 
summaries for selected three-digit groups.** 


* Boston-Metropolitan 
Worcester (Central District) 
Springfield (Western District) 
Lawrence (Northeast District) 
Taunton (Southeast District) 
** Must be at least 5 openings in any month during the year. 
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